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Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Cyprus
November 7, 1994

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
In accordance with Public Law 95–384 (22

U.S.C. 2373(c)), I am submitting to you this
report on progress toward a negotiated settle-
ment of the Cyprus question. The previous re-
port covered progress through July 31, 1994.
The current report covers the period August
1, 1994, through September 30, 1994.

During this time frame U.S. Ambassador
Richard Boucher met regularly with the leaders
of the two communities. He is working closely
with the United Nations in an effort to bring
Mr. Clerides and Mr. Denktash together for
face-to-face meetings. I am very concerned with

the lack of progress during this period and be-
lieve direct meetings between the two leaders
are crucial to avoid an impasse.

James Williams was appointed on October 21
as U.S. Special Coordinator for Cyprus. He will
travel shortly to Athens, Ankara, and Nicosia
to consult with the parties.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Claiborne Pell, chairman, Senate Committee
on Foreign Relations.

Interview With John Gambling of WOR Radio, New York City
November 8, 1994

Midterm Elections

Mr. Gambling. Mr. President, good morning.
The President. Good morning. Good morning,

John.
Mr. Gambling. Important day for you, the

Democrats, Republicans, and independents. It’s
election day, and you know, they give frequent
flyer miles on Air Force One, you’re going to
get a free trip to anywhere. You have been
busy.

The President. Well, it’s been a busy week.
But you know, I had to take that very important
trip to the Middle East, and when I came back,
a lot of our candidates asked me to get out
there and campaign, including Governor Cuomo,
so I tried to do all I could to make the best
argument for why we’re moving our country in
the right direction and we don’t want to go
back to the policies that failed us before in
the eighties. So this morning I’m just taking
a last opportunity to encourage the American
people to go out and vote, to make their voices
heard today. The stakes in this election are quite
high, as they always are in any midterm election,
but especially in this one. So I hope the people
within the sound of my voice will exercise their
citizenship today and get out there and vote.

Mr. Gambling. Interesting contrast for you;
maybe you can talk about it for just a second,
between the events of the Middle East and our
political system and the fact that the peace trea-
ty signing—coming so close to our election.

The President. Well, of course, we’ve been
working on that very hard for a couple of years.
It’s just a coincidence that it came as close as
it did to our election. But I would hope that
it would remind the American people of the
great potential of this country and the greatness
of this country. And I hope it would keep our
people in a positive frame of mind. One of
the unfortunate aspects of so much of modern
campaigning is that the negative tends to out-
weigh the positive, and the negative television
ads, the whole business about the tone and
tenor of our elections. This is actually quite a
great country with a great past and an even
greater future if the people who are going to
be affected by it will invest in it and vote for
it and vote for people who will build the coun-
try, not just place blame, vote for people who
will keep moving us into the future.

That’s really the lesson of the Middle East,
that people want the United States involved in
the peacemaking and the problem solving of
the world, whether in the Middle East or in
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Haiti or Northern Ireland, just to name three,
because they think we have a good system and
that we are a good people. And sometimes I
think we forget it, and we need to remember
it. This is election day. We can go out, be heard,
and make a difference.

Mr. Gambling. As a man that has spent his
entire life in politics, how do you define politics?
Is it program or is it more the essence and
the basics of hope, security, fulfillment?

The President. Well, I think the programs
matter, but I also think the principles matter.
I think giving voice to people’s hopes to getting
people together, giving energy to other people
is very important. So much of what we do down
here in Washington basically is an effort to em-
power people to take responsibility for their own
lives. There aren’t so many things that the Gov-
ernment does directly. I mean, we pay for med-
ical care for the elderly through Medicare. We
finance the Social Security system. We run a
wonderful National Park System. We do a num-
ber of other things directly, but a lot of what
we do is to empower people: the student loan
program, the Head Start program, the crime
bill which enables the city of New York to hire
more police officers and have programs for kids
to keep them out of trouble.

All these things basically give people in their
individual, family, or community lives the ability
to take responsibility for themselves. So part
of it’s programs, but a lot of it is setting the
right tone and the right direction, looking to
the future all the time. This country is always
at its best when it’s coming together and moving
to the future.

Mr. Gambling. I hear a frustration in your
voice about the mood of the country, the cyni-
cism, the negative advertising that’s taking place
on all sides in the past weeks.

The President. Well, I don’t know that I’m
frustrated. I think it has too much sway over
our national life, but I think our communications
in general with one another are too negative
these days. We ought to be having more honest
conversations with one another and doing less
verbal bomb-throwing. I think the American
people are frustrated by it, and that’s why I
hope that there will be a good turnout today
for candidates like Mario Cuomo who have es-
sentially been a positive force throughout their
public careers. Because it’s just so easy to give
in to the kind of pounding-attack communica-
tions that tend to dominate not just the elections

but often the daily communication of our public
life. And it’s not a very good way to run a
railroad or a country, and we’re better than that.
And whatever happens today in these elections,
I’m going to be determined over the next few
years to try to lift our country out of that.

Mr. Gambling. President Bill Clinton on the
‘‘Rambling With Gambling’’ phone this morning.
Along those lines, if, as predicted by some, the
Republicans gain control of the Senate, will your
agenda for the next couple of years have to
change?

The President. No, but I will have to have
more responsible bipartisan efforts on all parts.
I will make my effort, and we’ll see others make
theirs, I hope.

On the other hand, if the American people
turn out in equal numbers, if the Democrats
turn out as well as the Republicans do at the
polls today, I don’t think that’ll happen. It’s real-
ly, in so much measure, a question of who cares
enough to go and vote and whether the spirits
of a lot of normally Democratic voters are
dampened by the negative atmosphere of the
moment.

You know, the country’s economy is coming
back, we’re tackling our problems like crime,
we’re facing things long ignored, and this is a
time to keep going forward.

Mr. Gambling. Where do you vote today? Do
you vote in Arkansas by——

The President. Yes. I voted absentee in Arkan-
sas. I voted for my Governor, and I called him
last night and told him I did. [Laughter]

President’s Security
Mr. Gambling. Well, that’s good. The security

question, the events of the last couple of
weeks—I understand—and I’m not looking for
specifics here but just generalities—I understand
your routine has changed a little bit.

The President. Well, we’ve asked the Secret
Service to take a look at all the procedures
and everything, as they periodically do. Every
year, I think for quite a long while now, Secret
Service has increased its ability to protect the
President, and I think they are continuing to
do it. I have a lot of confidence in them, and
the trick is to permit them to do that without
having the President completely cut off from
the public at large, because this is a great, free
society, and one of the problems the President
always has is trying to avoid losing touch.
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Mr. Gambling. Exactly. Probably the most dif-
ficult thing, you’ve got to keep in touch with
the folks. I want to thank you very much, Mr.
President, for choosing us this morning to talk
about politics on election day, 1994. Thank you
very much.

The President. Thanks again. I want to urge
all your listeners to go on and vote today. Thank
you.

NOTE: The interview began at 7:12 a.m. The
President spoke by telephone from the Oval Of-
fice at the White House.

Interview With Paul W. Smith of WWDB Radio, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania
November 8, 1994

Mr. Smith. What a pleasure, indeed, it is to
welcome back to the program, in an exclusive
Philadelphia interview, live from the White
House, ladies and gentlemen, the President of
the United States.

Mr. President, good morning to you. Happy
election day.

The President. Thank you, Paul W. It’s nice
to hear your voice again.

Midterm Elections
Mr. Smith. Well, it’s nice to have you back.

It indicates to me how important you feel the
voters of Pennsylvania and New Jersey are and
Delaware are in this election year, because you
have been all over the place. I recall several
weeks ago, the Washington press corps alleging
that there weren’t a lot of people who wanted
the President to come out and campaign for
them. But as Dee Dee Myers pointed out then,
and as you certainly have seemed to prove over
the last several days, you couldn’t possibly get
to all the places where people wanted you. You
and Mrs. Clinton have been all over the country
campaigning.

The President. Well, we have, and the Vice
President and Mrs. Gore have also been out
there a lot. Leon Panetta’s been out there a
lot, and our Cabinet has.

But we have been confronted with quite a
challenge just in the generally negative tone of
the atmosphere that has concerned me some
about the turnout. You know, I had to take
a few days to go to the Middle East on what
was a truly historic mission for our country and
for the cause of peace in the world. And when
I was there and when I was coming back, I
was struck by how strongly and how positively

the rest of the world looks at the United States,
at our system, at the strength of our economic
recovery, at the fact that we seem to be facing
problems that we ignored for a long time. And
they are often asking me questions—world lead-
ers in other places—about how this negative
feeling creeps over our people and why it has
such a hold at election time.

So I wanted to do these election morning
interviews more than anything else just to en-
courage our citizens to get out and vote, to
make their voices heard, not to sit this election
out simply because they feel negatively about
perhaps some of the ads or some of the tone
of the campaign. Because our country is facing
our problems, we’re moving into the future, and
we need the American people to be engaged
in this process. And we need all kinds of people
to be engaged in the process, just ordinary
mainstream Americans showing up to vote and
to try to have their interests and their values
advanced in this election.

Mr. Smith. Why do you think, Mr. President,
this has appeared to be the sleaziest, dirtiest,
worst campaign yet? And if, in fact, it works
for some candidates, one wonders just how bad
it will get the next time around.

The President. Well, of course, that’s the
whole point I’m trying to make. I’m afraid it’s
been that way because this is a place where
the people rule, and a lot of the polling data
indicates that sometimes these negative cam-
paigns work, that when people get down on
the political system and down on politicians,
they’re a little more prone to believe the worst
as opposed to the best.

And actually, if you look at the history of
this country, the rich and strong and long his-
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